PROFESSORSHIP
slave to Greek and Latin exercises, but in the hope of going back to it one day.
If, as you say, competition with me makes you tremble, you can well afford it! Dried up and hardened as I am by several years of abstractions and syllogisms, where shall I find again the ease and graces of the Latin style, and the Greek elegance necessary to order not to be submerged by eighty rivals and to arrive abreast of Maxime Gaucher, Sarcey, you, etc. ?
I am going to dig in my neglected soil; you know how hard. If, as it is probable, I meet the same fate as last year, I shall be quite innocent of it. I shall do all I can to keep afloat. May Cicero help me.
I am counting on you a little ; send me some information as to the books I must read, etc. . . . Talk to me of Babrius, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, of the history of ancient metres, and other pretty things. I may perhaps send you a Greek exercise for you or M. Benoit to correct. Give me an arm ! I have had one fall and am still bruised.
Will you ask Ed. to buy me a little If. Virgil, German edition, and bring it to me ? Happy Ed. But it is better that he should be agrege than I, for I may perhaps find again my Ciceronian periods and defunct hexameters. His happiness consoles me. Let him give me at least a good half-day, and tell me all about you.
M. Simon has just answered a line I had written him. His letter shows strong condemnation of M. X. What had the other done ?
Let us pass on now to your last letter but one.1 I purposely did not mention it before. The events seemed
' Gr^ard, p. 181. 151 subject to fatigue. I doubt it ... the mind needs rest, . . , I recommend to you all the pleasures permitted to a philosopher, and particularly music and dancing. You know that the wisdom of tho ancients did not shrink from it."
